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Summary
Today, cities occupy just 2.6% of the earth’s crust, but are home to more than 50% of the
world’s population, generate more than 80% of the world’s GDP and use 75% of the
world’s natural resources. The majority of this growth will occur in cities, with an
estimated 66% of the global population living in urban areas by 2050. This event has the
unique breadth and depth of expertise through its multi-stakeholder networks to drive
change and provide a global platform that will enable city leaders to debate the city
governance, policies and regulation required to enable action, resulting in vital
investment in the delivery of innovative, sustainable and aﬀordable urban infrastructure
and services. The multiplier eﬀect of mobilizing the required investment will be manifold
in improved human-centric, high-quality, sustainable, aﬀordable urban services.
Nowadays, the inﬂuence of emerging technologies, such as Artiﬁcial Intelligence, 5G,
electric vehicles, driverless cars and drone technologies, are shaping our urban life, and
have increasingly become the hotspot of multiple discussions portraying innovation as
crucial to improve the productivity, inclusivity, and equity of opportunities in the business
environment; or to develop a greener and more environmentally friendly urban policy.
This Interdisciplinary Dialogue and Networking Event provides stakeholders and experts
with a space open for discussion on some of the most relevant topics concerning new
technologies, new economic opportunities, urban governance, innovation, and the
sustainable future of our cities. In recent years, technological change—digitization, the
rise of robots, artiﬁcial intelligence—that is seen to favor capital and higher-level skills at
the expense of ordinary workers. The adoption of AI and automation will drastically
decrease job opportunities, and the low-income community is most vulnerable to that
change. It’s our top concern that how society can adopt, manage, and adapt to the new
solutions to contemporary and upcoming challenges will deﬁne the cities of the future. In
this dialogue, stakeholders will discuss but not limited to the following questions: • How
new technologies will trigger a cycle of economic growth? • Where are the new business
opportunities and new jobs? • How will wealth be distributed smartly to reduce income
and spatial inequalities in the cities? • What is the government’s role in better urban
governance and policies in smarter cities? • How do we reform the traditional PrivatePublic Partnership model to cope with new urban challenges? • How are autonomous
vehicles aﬀecting urban planning and environmental policies?
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